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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. A message signal, containing a message, or a machine 
readable stored message, wherein the message comprises: 

a format having delimiters that both mark regions 
containing values of fields; and 

identify which fields those are. 



2. A message signal or a stored message as claimed in 
claim 1 wherein the said format is XML. 



3. A message signal or a stored message as claimed in 
claim 1 comprising a field, in said format, indicating a 
recipient of the message. 



4. A message signal or a stored message as claimed in 
claim 1 comprising a field, in said format, indicating a 
sender of the message. 



5. A message signal or a stored message as claimed in 
claim 1 comprising a field, in said format, indicating an 
address replies should be sent to. 



6. A message signal or a stored message as claimed in 
claim 1 containing display layout information. 



7. A message signal or a stored message as claimed in 
claim 1 wherein said message is an email message. 



8. A message signal or a stored message as claimed in 
claim 7 wherein the said format is XML. 



9. A message signal or a stored message as claimed in 
claim 1 wherein said message is an instant messaging message. 
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10. A message signal or a stored message as claimed in 
claim 9 wherein the said format is XML. 

11. A message signal or a stored message as claimed in 
claim 1 comprising a field, in said format, indicating an 
action to be carried out on the message. 

12. A message signal or a stored message as claimed in 
claim 11 wherein the said format is XML. 

13. A message signal or a stored message as claimed in 
claim 11 wherein the field indicating the action to be 
carried out on the message indicates that it is to be sent. 

14. A message signal or a stored message as claimed in 
claim 11 wherein the field indicating the action to be 
carried out on the message indicates that it is to be stored. 

15. A message signal or a stored message as claimed in 
claim 11 wherein the field indicating the action to be 
carried out on the message indicates that it is to be 
deleted. 
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16. A messaging system arranged to transmit messages 
using a message signal, containing a message, or to store a 
machine readable message, wherein the message comprises: 

a format having delimiters that both mark regions 
5 containing values of fields; and 

identify which fields those are. 



17. A messaging system as claimed in claim 16 wherein 
the said format is XML. 



10 



18. A messaging system as claimed in claim 16 wherein 
said message is an email message. 



15 19. A messaging system as claimed in claim 16 wherein 

said message is an instant messaging message. 



20. A messaging system as claimed in claim 16 comprising 
a field, in said format, indicating an action to be carried 
20 out on the message. 



25 



30 



21. A messaging system as claimed in claim 20 wherein 
the field indicating the action to be carried out on the 
message indicates that it is to be sent. 

22. A messaging system as claimed in claim 20 wherein 
the field indicating the action to be carried out on the 
message indicates that it is to be stored. 

23. A messaging system as claimed in claim 20 wherein 
the field indicating the action to be carried out on the 
message indicates that it is to be deleted. 
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24. A messaging system as claimed in claim 16, arranged 
to transfer messages in said format using a HTTP protocol. 

25. A messaging system as claimed in claim 24 wherein 
the HTTP protocol is HTTPS. 

26. A messaging system as claimed in claim 24 wherein 
the messages transferred using HTTP are in XML format. 
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27. A server arranged to receive or send one message 
signals, containing a message, or to store a machine readable 
message, wherein the message comprises: 

5 a format having delimiters that both mark regions 

containing values of fields; and 

identify which fields those are. 

28. A server as claimed in claim 27 wherein the said 
10 format is XML. 

29. A server as claimed in claim 27 arranged to convert 
message signals or stored messages in said format to another 
format and to transmit converted messages in said other 

15 format. 



30. A server as claimed in claim 27 arranged to convert 
messages in another format to said format and to transmit 
converted messages in said format. 

20 

31. A server as claimed in claim 30 arranged to transmit 
said converted messages to a client. 

32. A server as claimed in claim 27 arranged to retrieve 
25 messages stored on another server which were addressed to 

that other server, or a user account on that server, and to 
transmit retrieved messages to a client. 

33. A server as claimed in claim 27 arranged to convert 
30 messages in said format to a format including display layout 

information. 



34. A server as claimed in claim 33 wherein said format 
is XML and the server is arranged to perform said conversion 
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to a format including display layout information using 
Extensible Stylesheet ( Language (XSL) . 

35. A server as claimed in claim 33 wherein said 
conversion is to Wireless Mark-up Language (WML) . 



36. A server as claimed claim 27 comprising a message 
store wherein the server is arranged to store messages for a 
client between sessions for that client. 



37. A server as claimed claim 27 wherein the server is 
arranged not to store messages for a client between sessions 
for that client. 



38. A server as claimed in claim 27 , arranged to 
transfer messages in said format using a HTTP protocol. 



39. A server as claimed in claim 38 wherein the HTTP 
protocol is HTTPS . 

40. A server as claimed in claim 38 wherein the messages 
transferred using HTTP are in XML format. 

41. A server as claimed in claim 27 arranged to carry 
out an action on a message, that action being indicated in a 
field of the message, in said format. 

42. A server as claimed in claim 41 wherein the field 
indicating the action to be carried out on the message 
indicates that it is to be sent and the server is responsive 
to that field to send the message. 



43. A server as claimed in claim 41 wherein the field 
indicating the action to be carried out on the message 
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indicates that it is to be stored and the server is 
responsive to that field to store the message. 

44. A server as claimed in claim 41 wherein the field 
indicating the action to be carried out on the message 
indicates that it is to be deleted and the server is 
responsive to that field to delete the message. 

45. A server as claimed in claim 27 comprising a file 
defining which said delimited fields the message signal of 
the stored message should or may contain. 

46. A server as claimed in claim 45 that interprets said 
message signal or stored messages using said file defining 
the fields. 

47. A server as claimed in claim 45 wherein said file 
defining the fields is in XML format. 
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48. A client arranged to receive or send message 
signals , containing a message, or to store a machine readable 
message, wherein the message comprises: 

a format having delimiters that both mark regions 
containing values of fields; and 

identify which fields those are. 

49. A client as claimed in claim 48 wherein the said 
format is XML. 



50. A client as claimed in 
store, wherein the client is 
between sessions with a server. 



claim 48 comprising a message 
arranged to store messages 



51. A client as claimed in claim 48 wherein the client 
is arranged not to store messages between sessions with a 
server . 

52. A client as claimed in claim 48 comprising a file 
defining which said delimited fields the message signal of 
the stored message should or may contain. 

53. A client as claimed in claim 52 that interprets said 
message signal or stored messages using said file defining 
the fields. 

54. A client as claimed in claim 52 wherein said file 
defining the fields is in XML format. 

55. A client as claimed 48, arranged to transfer 
messages in said format using an HTTP protocol. 
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56. A client as claimed in claim 55 wherein the HTTP 
protocol is HTTPS. 

57. A client as claimed in claim 55 wherein the message 
transferred using HTTP is in XML format. 

58. A client as claimed in claim 48 arranged to carry 
out an action on a message, that action being indicated in a 
field of the message, in said format. 

59. A client as claimed in claim 58 wherein the field 
indicating the action to be carried out on the message 
indicates that it is to be sent and the server is responsive 
to that field to send the message. 

60. A client as claimed in claim 58 wherein the field 
indicating the action to be carried out on the message 
indicates that it is to be stored and the server is 
responsive to that field to store the message. 

61. A client as claimed in claim 58 wherein the field 
indicating the action to be carried out on the message 
indicates that it is to be deleted and the server is 
responsive to that field to delete the message. 
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62. A computer, program product for implementing a 
messaging system, a client, or a server, arranged to receive 
or send message signals, containing a message, or to store a 
machine readable message, wherein the message comprises: 

a format having delimiters that both mark regions 
containing values of fields; and 

identify which fields those are. 
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63. A method of transferring message signals wherein the 
message signals comprises: 

a format having delimiters that both mark regions 
containing values of fields; and 

identify which fields those are. 

64. A method of transferring message signals as claimed 
in claim 63 that uses a HTTP protocol to transfer the message 
signal . 

65. A method of transferring message signals as claimed 
in claim 64 wherein the HTTP protocol is HTTPS . 

66. A method of transferring message signals as claimed 
in claim 63 wherein the signals are in XML format. 
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67. A method of storing a message wherein the stored 
message comprises : 

a format having delimiters that both mark regions 
containing values of fields; and 

identify which fields those are. 

68. A method of storing messages as claimed in claim 67 
wherein the stored messages are in XML format. 
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